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wherein said control device Executes automatic control of the video camera with 
transmitting image signals if the coijtrol command for the video camera is not received from 
the computer terminal. 



4. (Twice Amended) A came ra control system according lo claim 1 , further 
comprising: 

ssue a control right of the video camera to one of a 
plurality of computer terminaJs whic l makes a request to acquire the control right of the video 
camera which is required for said co: ltrol device to conuol the video camera, 

wherein said control device qxecutes automatic control of the video camera if the 
control right of the video camera is ijot issued to any of the plurality of computer terminals by 
said issuing device. 



7. (Amended) A camera con tol system according to claim 4, wherein said issuing 
device issues control rights of a pre< Iciermined plurality of video cameras to one computer 



terminal. 



control device executes automatic 



8. (Twice Amended) A cam sra control system according to claim 7, wherein said 



ontrol of the predetermined plurality of video cameras if 



the control rights of the predetermi tied plurality of video cameras are not issued to any of the 



computer terminals by said issuing 



1 0. (Twice Amended) A a 



device. 



lera control system according to claim 7, wherein said 
control device executes automatic cbntrol of video cameras whose control rights arc noi 
received for a predetermined time period, from among the predetermined plurality of video 
cameras, if the control rights of the Predetermined plurality of video cameras arc issued to one 
computer terminal by said issuing device. 
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14. (Twice Amended) A camep control system according to claim 1 1 , wherein said 
storage device stores at least one of afeoom magnification, a subject distance and an on/off 
state of a backlight correction of the \ ideo camera, correspondingly with the image pickup 
direction of the video camera. 



1 6. (Amended) A camera com -ol system according to claim 8, 
wherein if automatic control h\ being executed by said control device, said video 
transmitting device transmits video signals from the predetermined plurality of video cameras 
to a computer terminal which has male the video transmission request, while changing over 
the video signals at intervals of a pre ietermined time period. 



19. (Twice Amended) A cam;ra control system comprising: 
a control device adapted to control a video camera; 

an automatic control device £ dapted to execute automatic control of the video camera 
with transmitting image signals to a computer terminal if a control command for the video 
camera is not received from the com juter terminal; 

a plurality of computer terminals for enabling said control device to output the control 
command for the video camera via a network; and 

said video camera controlled by said control device. 



1^ 



20. (Amended) A control me hod for a camera control system for controlling a video 



camera from a computer terminal via 
a control step of controlling th< ; 
the computer terminal; and 



a network, said control method comprising: 
video camera on the basis of a control command from 
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an automatic control step of executing automatic control of the video camera with 
transmitting image signals if the control command for the video camera is not received from 



the computer terminal. 



22. (Amended) A control method 
a video transmitting step of transm 



iccording to claim 20, further comprising: 

Itting a video image of the video camera in 
mputer terminals, 

wherein said automatic control ste 5 stops automatic control of the video camera if the 
video image of the video camera is not on tputted by said video transmitting step. 

according to claim 20, further comprising: 
right of the video camera to one of a plurality of 
t to acquire the control right of the video camera 
:ontrol the video camera, 
wherein said automatic control ste p stops automatic control of the video camera if the 
control right of the video camera is not is sued to any of the plurality of computer terminals by 
the issuing step. 



23. (Amended) A control method 
an issuing step of issuing a contro 
computer terminals which makes a reque: 
which is required for said control step to 



38, (Amended) A storage medium which stores therein a program for executing 
control over a camera control system for ( control ling a video camera from a computer 
terminal via a network, said program com arising processes of: 

controlling the video camera on th s basis of a control command from the computer 
terminal; and 

executing automatic control of the 1 'ideo camera with transmitting image signals if the 
control command for the video camera is n ot received from the computer terminal . 
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40. (Amended) A storage medium/according to claim 38, wherein said program 
further comprises processes of: I 

transmitting a video image of the \fideo camera in response to a request from a 
plurality of computer terminals, and J 

stopping automatic control of the todeo camera if the video image of the video camera 
is outputted. 

43 . (Amended) A storage mediu n according to claim 38, wherein said program 
further comprises processes of: 

issuing a control right of the vide ) camera to one of a plurality of computer terminals 
which makes a request to acquire the con trol right of the video camera which is required to 
control the video camera; and 

executing automatic control of th ; video camera if the control right of the video 

Camera i<s TlfYt lulled to anv n+^tll^ nlirralirv n-f r^rv^ri-nt^T- t<>imin<alp 
buiiiLia *s> uisi lODUvu iv any \jl Ul^ Mll4^(lJLU > Y Ul vumpiiLLl IcZUllIlalS. 
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REMARKS 

Claims 1, 4, 7, 8, 10, 14, 16, 19, 20, 22, 23, 38, 40 and 41 have been amended. 
Attached hereto is a marked-up version of changes made to the claims by this Amendment. 
This marked-up version has been entitled "Version With Markings To Show Changes Made." 

The Examiner has rejected applicants' claims 1-55 under 35 USC § 102(e) as 
anticipated by the Sasaki, el al. patent. With respect to applicants' claim, as amended, this 
rejection is respectfully traversed. 

Applicants' independent claims 1, 20 and 38 have been amended to better define 
applicants' invention. More particularly, these claims now recite in one form or another an 
apparatus, method and storage medium adapted to control a video camera from a computer 
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terminal via a network in which the video camera is controlled on the basis of a control 
command from the computer terminal, and automatic control of the video camera is executed 
with transmitting signals if the control command for the video camera is not received from 
the computer terminal. Such a construction is not taught or suggested by the cited Sasaki, et 
al. patent. 

More particularly, the Examiner has argued with respect to the Sasaki, et al. patent as 
follows: 

"Figure 32 is a flowchart showing the operation 
of the camera management unit in response to 
a disconnect request. When a disconnect request is 
issued (no longer has control command), the video 
camera position is automatically executed to the 
home position. This can be considered as the control 
command for the video camera that is not received 
from any of the plurality of computer terminals 
while the control device executes automatic control 
of the video cameras (See, Col 19, lines 1 2-1 9)." 

The Examiner's above statement is correct regarding the teaching of the Sasaki, el al. 
patent at column 19, lines 12-19, in that the patent stales that when a disconnect request is 
issued that the camera i$ positioned at the home position. However, theses lines of the patent 
also indicate that this camera movement is apart of the disconnect processing which also 
includes "processing for shutting down the communication channel . " If the communication 
channel is shut down, there is no transmission of image signals . This is supported by the 
description in the Sasaki, et al. patent at column 16, lines 32-37 which state 'If 
'DISCONNECT' ... is selected ... the privilege to control this camera is given to another 
camera controller and the video from the camer a vanishes from the monitor 1050 . 
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Thus, in the Sasaki, et al. while the camera may be brought to a home position in 
response to a disconnect, there is no transmission of image signals due to shutting down of the 
transmission channel . The patent thus fails to teach or suggest executing automatic control of 
a video camera with transmitting image signals if a control command for the video camera is 
not received from a computer terminal. 

Applicants' amended independent claims 1 7 20 and 38, and their respective dependent 
claims, all of which recite such features thus paientably distinguish over the Sasaki, et al. 
patent. 

In view of the above, it is submitted that applicants' claims, as amended, patentably 
distinguish over the cited art of record. Accordingly, reconsideration of the claims is 
respectfully requested. 

Dated: December 26, 2002 Respectfully submitted, 



Robin, Blecker & Daley 
330 Madison Avenue 
New York, NY 10017 
(212) 682-9640 
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